St. Luke Men’s Club 

General Membership Meeting

Monday, September 15, 2008
Call meeting to order:

President Mora called the monthly meeting of the SLMC to order at 7:29 p.m.

Prayer & Pledge:

In the absence of our Chaplain, Nat Chavez, Alex Flores was asked to lead us in prayer. This was followed by our pledge to the flag led by Ben Olenick.  

Special Announcements:

Member Rudy Martinez announced he had tickets available for an ACT’s Men’s retreat fishing trip raffle. Also Gilbert Montez stated that the St. Luke Parish School was selling Entertainment books for $20 as a fundraiser and he encourage members to help support this activity.   

Welcome new members and guest:

President Mora invited any guest and new members present to join him at the microphone to be introduced. Len Bennett, Bobby Vance, and Isaac Espinoza came forward to be recognized.  

Recognize Monthly Birthday List:  

Next the president read the names of 23 members celebrating a birthday in September. Six of these members were present, the senior of these was Charles Rockwood, and the youngest was Billy Markette. These six members were lined up at the front table for a birthday song and were awarded a present of evening raffle tickets.     

Introduction of the cooking team:

Head chef Sam Noriega introduced his three-member team of cooks consisting of Mike Rivas and Rudy Martinez. Their delicious Mexican chicken and rice dinner received a round of applause from the membership.  

Minutes of previous meeting: 

In the absence of Club Secretary, Mike Perez, President Mora asked VP David Keller to distribute minutes from the August membership meeting. Members were asked to direct any notable corrections to the Secretary when he returned from his work travel. There being no additional corrections a motion to accept these minutes was made by Rico Silvas, seconded by Bobby Margo and approved by all present.

Treasurer’s Report: 

The Club’s year-end financial report was next presented by Treasurer, Greg Shean. He noted a profit over budget of $1,010.24. He also discussed several income and expense line items and took questions from the membership. A motion to approve this report was made by Joe Pina, seconded by Mike Raign, and passed by all. Lastly, Greg Shean reviewed the upcoming dinner menus. 

Club Correspondence:  

In the absence of the Secretary no correspondence was available to report. 

Guest Speaker:  

The guest speaker for the evening, Texas Game Warden Danny Villalobos was introduced by member Joe Pina. Warden Villalobos began by proudly announcing that for the first time Texas Game Wardens had been invited to enter Louisiana to provide assistance following Hurricane Karla. He went on to inform Club members about recent law changes covering hunter’s youth education certification and current changes to fishing licenses. He also provided a supply of Texas hunting and fishing guides. Following several questions President Mora thanked Warden Villalobos for his annual presentation.     

Old Business:   

· Update 501c Entity - Chairman Don O’Brien announced that no answer had arrived from the IRS.  

· Update Capital Campaign Status - Chairman Don O’Brien reported that we were on target following the recent response from the pledge cards at Mass. He asked everyone to listen for a new total 

· Update 50th Anniversary of SLMC committee – Matt Mora restated that the anniversary committee will consists of members Ben Olenick, David Keller, Alfredo Avila, Carlos Portales, Marvin Berg, Mike Perez, Russell Phillips and Everett Elstak. A July 8 meeting with Fr. Jim provided a date for the 50th; Feast of St. Luke, October 2009.  He has decided that the SLMC will proceed making our plans and stop waiting for the Parish to come out with their ideas. 

· Update WGD Contract - Rico Silvas stated he had met with Mary Davila at St. Paul’s Community Center and has requested a WGD contract for 2010-11 with a third year option. He also visited with Fr. Stan who has offered a small discount. 

 New Business:  

· Annual Membership Drive & BarBQ - President Mora reported he had met with Fr. Jim and received approval for an annual club membership drive from the pulpit. Fr. had also asked the Club to put on a breakfast BarBQ for a date in the future to sell or provide tacos after early Masses. President Mora felt we could do this quarterly and maybe donate funds raised to the Capital Campaign. More plans will follow. Member Billy Markette also added that Boy Scout Troop 405 would like to assist with this event.  
· Seminarian Dinner – President Mora reported that our first seminarian dinner, requested by Fr, Jim, will be held on Friday evening, November 21, at 6:30 p.m. at the parish rectory. We should expect 20-40 students. More information to follow.   

· Parish Picnic – President Mora stated that the parish picnic would be on Sunday October 26. Two member teams were need for cooking (9am-12pm) and serving (11am-2pm). A chairman would also be needed. 
Reports by appointed Officers: 

Budget/Finance – Larry Ridder presented an annual budget for approval. Following several line item explanations, a motion was made by Alex Flores to approve this budget. It was seconded by Felipe Gonzales and passed by all.   

Chaplain – Nat Chavez was not present and had no report.   
Family Center Officer – John McCauley had no report.  

Inventory Control – Rico Silvas briefly reported he was working on a new locking system    for the Club’s storage areas.

Membership – Les Melghem invited members to visit him during and after the meeting to pay their dues.  

Parliamentarian – Steve Chumbley was not present and had no report. 

Reports by standing committees:
Special Projects – Ralf Meneses reported on several out of cycle requests: two ACTS retreat requests, one from ACTS HIV, the other for the ACTS Roman Splendor Dance. Both of these were recommended for denial because of our past policy to provide support to the ACTS core group annually from WGD distributions. Another request was from the Parish for an anniversary party for Sister Anne on August 22 - $200 was approved by the President. Another was for an Archdiocese Catholic school fundraiser - $200 was approved by the President. Lastly, a request from the Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas was still pending a decision by the committee.                

Wild Game Dinner – RC Contreras reported that only 193 days remained before the WGD. He added that he was designing new invitations for 2009 and will soon be sending out reminder cards to our past patrons.  RC also remarked that this year 7th annual dove hunt only brought out 8 member hunter, 17 non-hunter member and 15 non-member hunters. He questioned whether this effort should continue for only 8 members participating. Lastly, he announced that 204 raffle tickets were sold and that a final report will soon be completed.      

Entertainment – Ralf Meneses stated that this year’s SLMC Christmas Dance will be held December 20 and that members can attend free if their dues are paid by November’s meeting. Guest and spouses’ tickets will cost $35. Lastly, to help the dance raise support for the Capital Campaign, the evening’s raffles at the dance will be much larger.   

Audit - Bobby Margo had no report  

Christian Services – Alfredo Avila ask for prayers for the wife of Russell Phillips, and members Bill Haile, Nat Chavez, Lou Rangel, and Micky Carle.  

Telephone Calling – Marvin Berg had no report 

Public Relations – Everett Elstak was not present and had no report.

Scholarships – Alex Flores had no report.

Life Time – Terry Sparrow announced that his committee would soon get stated. 

Any comments or announcements for the good of the club: 

1. Homer Fetzer report that the 8th Habitat Home build would begin in February and that on October 12 there will be a collection at all Masses. 

2. Larry Ridder reported that he would have tickets for the Guadalupe Home Fandango on November 15 for $40 a person.

3. Paul Bowen presented a guitar autographed by George Strait that would be going to the WGD auction. 

Raffle prize drawings:

Paul Bowen 

Terry Sparrow

Charlie Eckert 

Greg Shean 

Motion to adjourn meeting:

Provided by Ben Olenick and seconded by Terry Sparrow.   

Closing Prayer:   

Delivered by Alex Flores 

Meal income collected = $320

Raffle = $221

______________________



____________________________

David Keller  





Matt Mora

Acting Secretary  
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